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Rushing to meat the steamship carry-
ing their beloved Flora, the twins Pedro
and Pagclo Santos are S0 eager o reach
ner that while boarding ine ship they
nearly fall into the sea. *‘Perhaps that
~ would have been the best ending for this
ook,”” muses 2 diplomat named Aires,
who is both the exquisitely unreiiable
narrator and a peripheral character in
this penultimate novel by the renowned
Brazilian author Joaquim Maria
Machado de Assis {1838-1808). “Even
so,”’ Aires continues, summing up the
sgsence of the love {rigngie at the heart
of the novel, *‘this chapter does not end
badly, because the reason ior the
alacrity with which they jumped off the
launich was their ambition o be the first
to0 greet the young giri, a love bet which
once again made them equal in her
soul.”” Set in Ric de Janeiro in the late
i800’s as Brazil is in the process o1
sh lftmg rom a monarchy io a republiic,
“Zsau and Jacch’’ is indeed about duel-
ing twin brothers but theiyr antagonisms
are far {rom porienious, never amount-
ing 1o more than petty Sﬁuabbles, SU-
serficial political differences and an in-
sipid rivalry for the attentians of a girl.
In a subtle parcdy of tourgeois life in
Ryrazil at the time, the twins’ trials are
recorded by the distinguished Aires,
who is unaware of the damning porirai
e is painting of nis couniry’s culture,
society and poiitics. Nevertheiess —
and aersin lies the author’s gening—
Alrss’ siory is ricdled with the eioguent
uiterances of great fruths, Elizabeth
Lowe’s elegant transiation is accompa-
nied by interesiing and informative 2s-
savs apout the author and nis work.
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